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Dear NMTA Members, 

 
Boy this summer flew by! I cannot believe we 
are almost into another school year. Mem-
bers of the Board have been working dili-
gently through the summer planning the 
events for this next year. With the Confer-
ence and MTNA state competition coming in 
November and the MTNA Regional Competi-
tion in January 2012, there is much schedul-
ing and organizing. Thankfully, they are on it! 
The dates for the Conference/MTNA Track 
Competition in Reno at UNR will be Novem-
ber 11-13. The MTNA Regional Competition 
will be January 6-8, 2012.  We are going to 
have several very good educational sessions 
at the Conference. One by Dr. Yani Dickens, 
a reputable psychologist who has much train-
ing in piano, will speak on music issues con-
cerning parents and students. Another ses-
sion will be given by the Northern  Nevada  
Music Teachers Association President, Chad 
Twedt, on the Art  of Rubato.  Chad , per-
former and  teacher  has made an in- depth 
study of Rubato. Las Vegasô Cynthia Man, a 
very sought-after Suzuki piano and flute 
teacher who worked with Dorothy Taubman 
to adapt her philosophy of piano technique to 
flute, will give an interactive lecture/
demonstration on the ñJoy of Starting the 
Very Young.òI hope everyone will attend and 
come away with some refreshing new skills 
and ideas. It is going to be fun and enlighten-
ing.  We have booked a block of rooms at 
Circus -Circus for both Friday and Saturday 
nights.  Please read further for all the reser-
vation information and the schedule.    
                                                                              
We have learned from the Music Teachers 
National Association that the Board of Direc-
tors passed a resolution in July to discontinue 
the woodwinds, brass, strings and voice com-
petitions, effective with the 2013-2014 com-
petitions.  There were strong advocates on 
both sides and the final vote was not unani-
mous. The decision will not go into effect for 
two years and the Board will review its deci-
sion this December. I am asking ALL mem-
bers to contact Executive Director, Gary Ingle 
at gingle@mtna.org or Cheryl Thorn-
ton@lvmta.org  with positives or negatives 
about this decision. There are several rea-
sons why the board felt this decision was 
necessary: the large financial impact, the 
small number of entrants and the small num-

ber of members participating. In the Las 
Vegas Music Teachers Association, the 
woodwinds, strings- including harp and the 
vocal participants have numbered almost as 
many as the piano entrants in most of  the 
competitions and festivals. Las Vegas has 
had a big push to include other instruments 
along with piano. It seems hard to imagine 
the Las Vegas Music Teachers Association 
and the Nevada Music Teachers Associa-
tion without these talented, faithful and hard-
working members. I am sure we will lose 
many members if this goes into effect. Not 
only that, I just received an e-mail from Na-
tional on recruiting new members. They 
might not have realized just how many 
members we will lose. I hope to retain all our 
members, our valuable wind, string, and 
voice teachers, as well as recruit new mem-
bers. This is the time for all our members to 
speak up for the sake of the finest music 
and musicians. I will have a letter to Mr. 
Ingle in Opposition at the Las Vegas MTA 
Opening Social on September 9th for those 
wishing to sign their opposition to this ruling. 
 
In closing, I am reminded of the many things 
I learn as I am in contact with music teach-
ers around our state and region. With the 
economy in a constant state of flux-mostly 
downward, I am just amazed at the high 
level of commitment our music teachers 
have to their students-much of it without any 
compensation-all for the love of music and 
people. Many of you are giving scholarships 
(free lessons, a significant number have 
reduced their fees while others are giving 
free master classes, raising money for in-
struments and competitions for their stu-
dents, donating music to their students, 
teaching well into the evenings and early in 
the mornings just to make ends meet.  I am 
truly proud to be friends with people of your 
stature and values.  I hope I become better 
as I am in your association.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cheryl Thornton, NMTA President 
 
 

From the President . . .  UPCOMING DATES 
AND EVENTS 

 
NMTA Conference/
Competition 2011 

Nov. 11-12 
University of Nevada 

Reno, Nevada 

 
MTNA Southwest Division 

Competition, January 6-8, 2012; 
University of Nevada,  

Las Vegas 

mailto:gingle@mtna.org
mailto:Thornton@lvmta.org
mailto:Thornton@lvmta.org
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        Hanah Waterman Shields 

        6397 Spring Meadow Dr.,  
        Las Vegas, NV  89103  
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Mary Straub 
6429 El Campo Grande, Las Vegas, NV 89130 

  

1st VP/Membership &  
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Rita Schaefer 
1375 Adagietto Dr., Henderson, NV 89052 

2nd VP/Local Associations:  

         Farida Jamin 
         324 Ralston St., Reno, NV 89503 

3rd VP/Competition Coordinator:    

Meredyth Lewis 
1195 Brenda Way, Washoe Valley, NV 89704 

Treasurer:  

Brenda Swan 
6609 Secluded Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89110 

Secretary:  

Open (Please contact Cheryl Thornton if you are 

interested in serving) 

LVMTA President:    

Allison Olson 
6558 Strawberry Cream Ct, Las Vegas, NV  89142 

NNMTA President:   

Chad Twedt 
2130 Sapphire Ridge Way, Reno, NV 89523 

Certification Chair:  

Laurie Swain 
1605 Breeze Canyon Dr., LV, NV 89117 

Silver State Competition Coordinator:    

Doris Chase 
2253 Airlands Street, Las Vegas, NV 89134 

IMTF:  

Mallie Riecken, NCTM 
431 Ackerman Ln, Henderson, NV 89014 

Newsletter Editor:  

Pierce Emata 
        Box 19114, Las Vegas, NV 89132 

 

Nevada Notes is circulated three times a year to all 

current NMTA members.   
Subscription is included in NMTA membership. 

 

Newsletter items should be sent to Pierce Emata, at 
pierce@emata.com. 

NMTA OFFICERS AND BOARD  

 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2011  

2:00 PM  NEVADA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

STATE BOARD MEETING, UNR  

5:30 PM BANQUET AT LOUIS' BASQUE CORNER, ALL 

MEMBERS ARE INVITED 

8:00 PM CONCERT FEATURING THE ARGENTA TRIO, 

NIGHTINGALE HALL, UNR  

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2011  

8:00AM JUDGES ORIENTATION  

8:30AM MTNA COMPETITION BEGINS  

9:00 AM IMTF (Independent Music Teachers Forum) 
SESSION FEATURING DR. YANI DICKENS, PSYCHOLO-

GIST 

10:00 AM SESSION FEATURING CHAD TWEDT," THE 

ART OF RUBATO"  

12:00 LUNCH AND GENERAL MEETING FOR ALL MEM-

BERS, UNR 

2:00 PM SESSION FEATURING CYNTHIA MAN, "THE 

JOY OF STARTING THE VERY YOUNG STUDENT 

5:00 PM CONFERENCE ENDS 

Current NMTA Board Openings  
We presently have an opening on the state board 

for Secretary. Interested individuals should contact 
Cheryl Thornton, NMTA president. (Her contact in-
formation is at the left column of this page.)  

2011 NMTA State  

Conference Schedule  

November 11 -12  
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2011 NMTA Conference Registration  
                             NOVEMBER 11-12, 2011 
                                           UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO  

 

 
NAME___________________________________PHONE (_____)______________ 

 

 

ADDRESS_________________________________CITY_____________ZIP_______ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS (IF YOU WOULD LIKE CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION) __________________ 

 

 

                                                         REGISTRATION  
PLEASE CHECK BOXES THAT APPLY:  

REGISTRATION BEFORE NOVEMBER  1ST, 2011                                     $25.00_______________ 

REGISTRATION FOR MEMBERS ENTERING STUDENTS (INCLUDES 

ALL CONFERENCE SESSIONS, WORKSHOPS AND CONCERTS           $30.00_______________ 

REGISTRATION MEMBER/SPOUSE COMBO ________________            $35.00________________ 

          (INCLUDES ADMISSION TO ALL EVENTS)  

NON-MEMBER REGISTRATION                                                                  $35.00_______________ 

FOR EXTRA CONCERT TICKETS -THE ARGENTA TRIO  

(YOU WILL GET A  CONCERT TICKET WITH YOUR REGISTRATION)                  $ 5.00 x _______= ______ 

 

                                                                         LUNCH OPTIONS 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH BOX LUNCH:  

DELI BOX (INCLUDES SOFT DRINK):                                                                                 $15.00________________ 

            

(MEAT CHOICE (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE): 

           TURKEY     ROAST BEEF       VEGGIE 

 

                                                          CONFERENCE BANQUET 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 TH, 5:30-7:30 PM 

 
        LOUISô BASQUE CORNER, 301 E. 4TH STREET, RENO                     $ 31.00_____________ 
            (PAY INDIVIDUALLY FOR BAR DRINKS)                                                        (INCLUDES TAX & GRATUITY)  

 

REMIT FORM AND CHECK  TO:   NMTA  
ATTENTION: BRENDA SWAN                                                             
6609  SECLUDED  AVENUE                                                                             

LAS VEGAS, NV.  89110 

 

CALL OR E-MAIL BRENDA SWAN, NMTA TREASURER, WITH QUESTIONS: (702) 438-0209 OR cygnetbs@cox.net 
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RATES:  

 
CONFERENCE SPONSOR: FULL PAGE INSIDE COVERS; 5 x 8 IN. ,$ 150.00 
(FIRST-COME BASIS)  
FULL PAGE, 5 X 8 IN., $100.00  
½  PAGE, 5 X 4 IN., $50.00 
¼ PAGE, 2.5 X 4 IN., $12.00 
 

All ads must be publication -ready and submitted in.jpg, .gif or .tiff format in the exact size or-
dered.  
No hard copies will be accepted. No editing will be done. Ads not meeting these specs will 
not be accepted. Please ensure that the ad appearance is clear.  
 

Name____________________________________ 
Business__________________________________ 
Address___________________________________ 
City_________________State________Zip_______ 
 
Ad Size:  
Conference sponsor____________  
Full Page_________  
Half Page_________  
Quarter Page______  
Eighth Page________  

 

Amount Enclosed________________( Make checks payable to NMTA)  

Send payment to:  
Cheryl Thornton, President  
10004 Wonderful Day Drive  
Las Vegas, NV.  89148  

 
E-MAIL AD COPY TO: PIERCE@EMATA.COM   
 

NMTA State Conference Program  

Advertising Order Form  
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We have obtained a special hotel discount for attendees coming from outside Reno. Here are 

the details: 

                                   
Hotel: Circus-Circus 
 
Dates: November 11-13, 2011 
 
Contact:(800) 648-5010 
 
Identify Affiliation with Jonell Maler AND  Nevada Music Teachers Association 
    (THESE MUST BE MENTIONED TO GET THE GROUP RATE) 
 
Rate: November 11 (Friday Night): $45.00 
        November 12 (Saturday Night): $55.00 
        (There is a $2.00 per night room tax 
        (There is a resort fee of $4.99 
 
Check-in time is 3:00 PM   Check-out time is 11:00AM 
 
Reservation cut -off date is OCTOBER 12, 2011. (After this date the rooms go to the public).  
 
Amenities: 
 
¶ Wireless in all rooms 
¶ In-room coffee 
¶ Access to hotel fitness center 
¶ Online airline check-in and boarding pass print-out 
¶ $55.00 in funbucks coupons 
 
 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER IS NEEDED WHEN MAKING RESERVATION  
CANCELLATIONS MUST BE FORTY -EIGHT (48) HOURS IN ADVANCE OF CONFIRMED ARRIVAL 

DATE. 

NMTA State Conference Program  

Special Hotel Discount  
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A 
llison Olson, LVMTA President 

   
 
 
 

 
   
Welcome back to a new school year! Here in Las Vegas 
we are looking forward to the upcoming events this Fall.  
We begin with our opening social on Friday, September 
9th to review events for the year.  
On September 24th we are joining with UNLV to present a 
Liszt Bicentennial Celebration. We will present a DVD on 
the life and music of Franz Liszt which will be followed by 
an hour of performance by Mykola Suk, colleagues, & 
students.  
 On October 1st we will hold a Jazz Festival at 
UNLV for students to perform a variety of jazzy musical 
styles. We will hold our Ensemble Festival at UNLV on 
October 22, along with the Flute & Harp NFMC Festival. 
The Silver State Competition will follow on November 5th 
at UNLV with the winnerôs recital following that same eve-
ning.  
 There are many opportunities for students to per-
form for fun with student recitals, Opportunity Village per-
formances, and the Play-a-thon at the Galleria Mall in 
December.  
 LVMTA board recently established the Ansel Sin-
clair Scholarship Fund in behalf of a young man, age 25, 
who recently passed away from cancer. He studied here 
in Las Vegas and had a great love of music. Family and 
friends have donated money to begin this cause of help-
ing other students succeed in music. It is our hope to see 
this continue to grow and be a great benefit to the stu-
dents in LVMTA.  
 May you all have a rewarding year and continue 
to enjoy your work. You  make a difference in each stu-
dentôs life because music is a gift for life! 
 
Sincerely, 
Allison Olson 
LVMTA President 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Chad Twedt, NNMTA Presi-
dent 
 
 

 

 

 
It has been a quiet summer for the NNMTA, other than 
having a meeting about our Silver State Competition, the 
reporting of which Iôll leave to our Silver State Competi-
tion chair, Doris Chase. 
 
Long-time member Faye 
Sobrio retired as of May 
2011.  We are so grate-
ful for her many years of 
service, including 15 
years as NNMTA Treas-
urer, 4 years as Hospi-
tality chair, participation 
in many committees, and 
more recently, NNMTAôs 
Caring chair.  Faye be-
gan teaching in 1959, 
the same year Maytan 
Music Center went into 
business.  Someone 
asked her to give piano 
lessons to their child, and despite Fayeôs lack of confi-
dence, she gave it a try and found it to be a hidden pas-
sion in her life.  Teaching has been a wonderful career for 
her, allowing her to stay home and spend more time with 
her kids.  Faye has learned a lot from guests that NNMTA 
has brought in as well as from student events, and she 
strongly feels that ñanyone who teaches piano will gain a 
lot by being in this association.ò 
 
Faye is considering staying connected to the NNMTA 
despite her retirement, and we hope she does! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Local Chapter Updates  
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Meredyth Lewis, NMTA Competition Chair  
 
Email: musicandmountains@yahoo.com  775-849-2825 
 
Welcome back to another year of performances and compositions!   
 
How to enter: Go online to mtna.org and click onto ñOnline Applicationsò.  The deadline for submitting appli-
cations and compositions is midnight of Tuesday, September 13th, 2011.  Submission of applications is 
done ONLY online .  If you are submitting a composition, please mail me 4 copies of the score with a copy of 

the application to 1195 Brenda Way, Washoe Valley, NV 89704.   
 
WHEN: Rehearsals for students performing in competitions will be Friday, November 11 th .   
Competition day is Saturday, November 12 th.   

 
WHERE: At the School of Music in the Church Fine Arts Bldg on campus of the University of Nevada Reno, 
on North Virginia St.   
 
FEES: In addition to the entry fee set by MTNA, there is a $30 fee per teacher entering students in the 
performance competitions.  This may be made payable to NMTA.   

 
SCHEDULING: Once the online applications are approved through MTNA, a schedule will be developed for 

rehearsals and competitions.  By mid-October (or earlier), a letter will go out to each participant that will give 
specific rehearsal and competition times and rooms, along with general guidelines.    
 
Good luck to all our entrants!  See you in November! 

 
 

The following is a message that came to us from LVMTA member Barbara Riske of interest to all members 
statewide: 

Hello All, 
 
I have become the recipient of 35 boxes of piano and organ music- piano methods (Faber, Bastien, Alfred, 
Hal Leonard), Christmas, Christian, Ragtime, Popular, Jazz, Choral, Wedding, you name it. It was sent to a 
band instructor in Las Vegas from a family out of state whose mother was a pianist and teacher, and had re-
cently passed away. The family wanted all her music to be used rather than shredded, and so it was passed 
on to me by the band instructor. I immediately thought of the music exchange, usually held at the beginning of 
the fall season by the Las Vegas music teachers, but could not carry 35 boxes to the luncheon. 
It is presently in my office at UNLV-HFA 218-, and is available to be viewed by anyone interested. It is all free 
of charge, first come, first served. Much of it is brand new, and some still in shrink wrap with a teaching cd. If 
you are interested, please call me either  at my office-(702)895-3073) or my cell phone(702)580-1959 to set 
up an appointment. I will be at my office this week, Monday to Friday, from 10AM to 2PM, and can be avail-
able after that on Fridays by appointment until the end of September. After that, I will give the remaining mu-
sic to the Arnold Shaw project at UNLV. 
 
In this economy, it is a real gift to teachers and parents. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Competitions Update  

Free Surplus Music Available  

mailto:musicandmountains@yahoo.com
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NMTA Newsletter 
Pierce Emata, Editor 
P.O. Box 19114 
Las Vegas, NV 89132 
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