
Volume 24, Issue 1, Summer 2026 

 

Congratulations to all on an outstanding Academic year!  This has been a 
great school year for NMTA teachers and students. There is so much up-
lifting news from all our affiliate associations in Nevada.  I hope you get a 
chance to read the newsletter, local and State. I know when I attend 
Southwest Division events and National leadership meetings, Nevada re-
ceives many compliments on how active MTNA members are here!  

I want to take a moment and express how grateful we are to have amazing 
leaders in Nevada.  There are many board members, local and State, who 
just completed their terms.  Thank you for your service and leader-
ship!  You are appreciated and an inspiration in our organization.   We are 
indeed grateful for your shining light!  

I’m excited to announce new prospective board leaders for the 2026-2028 
Nevada State Board.  You can read about some of them in this issue.  As 
per our Nevada bylaws, the current board will have a full slate of officers 
in place at the beginning of the school year. That will be sent to our gen-
eral membership thirty days in advance of the NMTA State Crescendo 
Conference.  Please plan to attend the general membership meeting and 
vote so we can install the new Board at the Conference, October 30-31st 
at UNLV.  

I’m thrilled to have Damaris Morales as the next 2026-28 NMTA Presi-
dent!  Damaris is working with our conference committee to bring NMTA a 
wonderful 60th Anniversary State conference, Nevada Day weekend, 2026 
at UNLV.  Registration opens soon.  Please plan to attend, Friday and Sat-
urday, October 30th and 31st.  More information is in the newsletter and 
will be available on the website and via email in upcoming months.  

I will continue to serve Nevada in my role as President until then and look 
forward to staying on the board as Past-President after that.  

In other conference news, the MTNA National online Tempo conference is 
this month. Details are included in this issue, MTNA website and AMT 
magazine.   

I hope you enjoy a rejuvenating Summer!  

 
  
 
 

From Our President,  Dr. Spencer Baker 
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Chicago 150th Annual Conference Report, March 2026 

 

I was excited to attend the commemoration MTNA’s 150th celebration in Chicago this 
Spring.  Nevada celebrated with members from Reno and Las Vegas at the National Confer-
ence March 21-25.   

I was especially glad to attend Pedagogy Saturday this year and take advantage of the new 
Collaborative Piano track.  There were so many great presenters, information sessions, and 
new topics in Pedagogy and literature.  Again, Representation and Advocacy had their own 
track at Pedagogy Saturday, along with Musician’s Wellness, Recreational Music Making, and 
Artistry.  Nevada had presenter, Marie Lee on Saturday!  

Thank you to all who attended the Southwest Division meeting on Sunday and Nevada State 
Dinner!   I was glad to get a chance to speak and hear all the great things our Southwest Divi-
sion accomplished this year.  We have had an incredible leader in Kassandra Welleck (AZ), 
SW Div. President and look forward to working with our new Division President, Paula 
Manwaring (UT).  

The conference artist was the phenomenal Canadian pianist, Angela Hewitt. She gave an 
electric recital of Bach, Schubert, Couperin and Ravel.  

It was great to gather and show our support, connect, meet friends and accomplish all the 
business of the national organization.   The collegiate poster presentations and sessions were 
inspiring, as well as the national meeting of Collegiate Faculty Advisors.  

The theme of Conferences, Community and Celebrations continues right here in Nevada as 
we prepare for our 60th Annual NMTA State “Crescendo” Conference.  This will be held in con-
junction with the MTNA State competition over Nevada Day Weekend !  Please plan to register 
for this wonderful two-day event, October 30th and October 31st, 2026 on the campus of Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas.   Our keynote speaker will be Immediate MTNA Past-President, 
Peter Mack.  He will be also presenting sessions, along with past MTNA National Treasurer, 
Heather Smith (UT).   Check this issue for more information, registration and session high-
lights ! 

 

Dr. Spencer Baker, DMA  

NMTA President 
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Thank you to those who have already renewed for the 2026–2027 membership year! 

 
——Allison Olson, Membership Chair 
 

It’s Renew Your Membership Time! 
The new MTNA membership year begins July 1. If you haven’t yet, renew 
your membership today so MTNA can remain an important partner in your 
growth and development as a music teaching professional. 
 

Renewing is easy! Simply sign in to your account, click the “Renew Now” but-
ton in your member profile, and follow the prompts. You can also mail in your 
renewal statement or call the MTNA office at (888) 512-5278, Monday–Friday, 
8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 

TEMPO 

Friday, June 26 

9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Virtual (Zoom) 
 

TEMPO 2026 is designed to feel less like a traditional conference and more like a hands-
on workshop for music teachers. Built around a “See One, Do One” ap-
proach, presenters will demonstrate ideas and invite participants to try them immediately 
at their instruments. 

Find Your Creative Rhythm with TEMPO  

https://hy5cg96ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JkRW0wPHb1ccPqfAsH3qIwzSQUA96-XPtzpVWZ_yu6oGMRA8SLdcZ-ppQPujipwv5V_jKRAuD1tPdF8PkPCPDgK3fVKFoAu0n2J4S201GRi9_Hp-epRsw_YwubEBUTGu6x8eYTdCiwf6eoH2GEtMgfj702UYG3CFsJm2QOKkb-4REo1IhRcdNQ==&c=Q6g46OTgMHDyFvWV1cbAake46M5lZzY
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                              MEET US IN ST. LOUIS! 
       Join us for the next MTNA National Conference in St. Louis, Missouri, 

         April 2-6, 2027—— 

                Where tradition, inspiration, and innovation converge! 
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 Silent Film Success! On April 24, talented students from the studios of Lisa Fiorenza and Damaris 
Morales brought the silver screen to life at the Windmill Library! Attendees enjoyed a fantastic Silent Film 
Playalong while supporting a great cause. Proceeds from the event go directly toward fundraising for our 
upcoming State Conference, "Crescendo," this October 2026. Thank you to everyone who performed and 
supported! 

If you would like to be part of the next Silent Film Playalong fundraising event, please contact Damaris Mo-
rales at damaris@duck.com or send email to: nevadamusicteachersassociation@gmail.com 

mailto:damaris@duck.com
mailto:nevadamusicteachersassociation@gmail.com
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Dear Colleagues, 

Happy summer! 

NNMTA has successfully completed its 2025–2026 academic year. I am deeply grateful to our board 
members and event chairs, who worked tirelessly to ensure the success of each carefully planned event. 

Since the beginning of 2026, NNMTA has hosted three weekend-long Festivals, providing our local 
teachers and students with valuable feedback from distinguished judges. We also hosted three student 
recitals and two Command Performances, giving students opportunities to shine on stage. In addition, a 
Continuing Education session for local teachers—also made available to participants from other areas 
through technology—was presented on April 17 by UNR Professor Cicilia Yudha. 

Special thanks go to our new Festival Chair, Chad Twedt, who flawlessly led a team of dedicated volun-
teer teachers. Our former Festival Chair and Treasurer, Cindy Harris, not only helped recruit new team 
members but also continued to assist with festival operations throughout the year. Sonnet Johnson, a 
longtime NNMTA member, successfully organized both the Continuing Education program and the 
Young Artist Medal Program despite her busy schedule. Amy Jahn has been a pillar of NNMTA for many 
years, quietly managing countless details whenever volunteer support is limited. Our Secretary, Theresa 
Schmauder, carefully records our board discussions and serves as Chair of the Silver State event. She 
has also been an invaluable partner in managing the scheduling of the TenutoWeb program. Christine 
Barden’s unwavering support of NNMTA events has been instrumental to our success. Elaine Courtney 
is one of the most thoughtful individuals I have ever met and is the perfect person to oversee member-
ship care. Last but certainly not least, our Newsletter Editor, Karen Hudson, patiently reminds us each 
month to submit important updates for our members. Without her dedication, maintaining strong commu-
nication within our musical community would be much more difficult. 

We are saddened to see our Treasurer, Cindy Harris, and Webmaster, Brenda Pazar, conclude their 
years of dedicated service to NNMTA. We will certainly miss them and are profoundly grateful for their 
contributions. The Treasurer position remains open, and we hope someone will step forward to serve in 
this important role. 

The NNMTA community concluded the 2025–2026 academic year with a warm and cozy family-style 
gathering at Christine Barden’s home. We had the pleasure of welcoming a new member and meeting a 
promising young teacher. Their enthusiasm brings great optimism for the future of NNMTA, and we ea-
gerly look forward to the beginning of the Fall 2026 season. 

Once again, my sincere congratulations to all of our teachers and students for their hard work and 
achievements. I wish you a restful, enjoyable, and inspiring summer! 

Warm regards, 

Sally Wei 

Local Chapter Updates 

News from the North  
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Nevada Notes is circulated on a regular basis to all current NMTA members.   

Subscription is included in NMTA membership. 

NMTA Officers and Board 

 

President:  

Dr. Spencer Baker, Las Vegas 

Spencerbaker.piano@gmail.com 

      President-Elect 

Damaris Morales 

Damaris@damarismorales.com 

Immediate Past President 

Marie Lee, Henderson 

Marielee.42ml@gmail.com 

 1st VP/Membership &  
     MTNA Foundation:  

Allison Olson, Las Vegas 

olsonfamily5k@cox.net 

Secretary 

Emma Pease-Byron, Las Vegas 

emma.peasebyron@gmail.com  

Treasurer:  

David Skouson, Las Vegas 

skouson@cox.net 

Silver State Chair 

Michelle Lee, Las  Vegas 

 michellelee1@hotmail.com  

String Chair 

Gregory  Maldonado, Las Vegas 

maldogm@nv.ccsd.net 

Piano Chair 

Cindy Lee, Las Vegas 

klavierjh@gmail.com 

Competition Chair 

Bonnie Buhler-Tanouye, Henderson 

bonnietanouye@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Competition Co-chair 

Cindy Lee, Las Vegas 

klavierjh@gmail.com 

Certification Chair: 

Laurie Swain, Las Vegas 

lspiano@cox.net 

 LVMTA President:    

Julian Lam 

                                       UNLVMTA President                                                                                                            

          Zhenyu Yang, Las Vegas 

               zhenyuyang94@gmail.com  

          NNMTA President:  

Dr. Sally Wei 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Karen Sampson Hudson, Reno 

karena.hudson@gmail.com  

Hospitality Chair 

Cheryl Thornton, Las Vegas 

cherylthorntonstudio@gmail.com 
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