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UPCOMING EVENTS AND
DATES
MTA National Conference.

Minneapolis, MN, March 26-30
Nevada attendees will receive $25
From NMTA toward registration
fees
NMTA Conference,
June 6, 2022
Place to be announced

Note from the editor: This newsletter goes out as pdf, which can
be enlarged for easier viewing.
****Additional emails from
NMTA now go out via mail chimp,
which, if you have a gmail sorter,
may go into your trash folder, so
you’ll need to change your gmail
settings to accommodate.
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From the President . . .
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President’s Report, Cont’d.

The dates of the National Conference in Minneapolis, March 26-30, 2022. (Nevada Registrants to the National Conference will receive $25 from the NMTA.)
Nevada Music Teachers Conference will be held June 4, 2022, Location TBA.

For the Record:

Also, I submitted
Nevada as the NUMBER 1 State Music Teachers Association because of you, our members who devote all
your time, talents, and energy to young people. Music is the life blood in tough times. You, Nevada Music Teachers, are very deserving of the National award. Please keep your fingers crossed that Jee and Nevada Music Teachers are chosen. We are small, but we are MIGHTY! Happy Holidays to you and your families.

From Laurie Swain, Certification Chairman
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Our own Cheryl Thornton, President of NMTA Association, was honored
as an Inductee into the Steinway Teacher Hall of Fame. Cheryl flew to
New York this fall to receive the honor.

Warm Congratulations from Nevada Music Teachers Association, Cheryl!
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Our Nevada Music Teachers Conference will be in-person in Las Vegas, Saturday,
June 4, 11:00-5:00pm. Incredible speakers, content and a special ensemble concert
by YOUR students! Please plan to attend.
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The Nevada Music Teachers Association is requesting proposals from those interested in presenting at the NMTA State Conference on Saturday, June 4, 2022. This will be an in-person
conference this year, along with some pre-recorded video content.
NMTA is an affiliate of Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) and our primary purpose is to elevate the standards of music education within the state of Nevada. The NMTA
State Conference provides a structure for expert presentations, smaller breakout sessions,
master classes, teaching demonstrations, and/or panel discussions. It is the aim of NMTA to
provide a professional conference where attendees are engaged and involved in a learning
experience that will offer them new ideas, new teaching techniques, new connections, and
new perspectives.
Topics of particular interest to NMTA members could be: Artistry and Technique, Improvisation/Creativity, Technology, Pedagogy, Practicing, Marketing, Parental Involvement, Communication Skills, Performance Preparation, and Business Savvy. Presentation topics are, of
course, not limited to those listed. We welcome your creative ideas!
Proposals should be submitted to NMTA using the information below by Tuesday, March 1,
2022. Proposals will be evaluated and presentation slots will be awarded based upon the
consideration and vote of the NMTA board of directors. You will be notified of their decision
no later than March 22, 2022.
Please consider the following guidelines:

• Conference sessions are generally 50 minutes in length, although we are open to 30minute presentations, as well
• Proposals should not be commercial in nature

• Membership in MTNA is not a requirement to submit a proposal or present a session
Looking forward to a fantastic conference,
Marie Lee

President-Elect, NMTA
----------------------------------------
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Proposal cont’d
NMTA CONFERENCE PRESENTATION PROPOSAL
Submit by March 1, 2022 to: nevadamusicteachersassociation@gmail.com

Name:
Email address:
Phone:
Background and experience:
Why will conference attendees be interested in the presentation and what will they learn?

Are you open to a 30- or 50-minute presentation or both?
Are you open to a live presentation or pre-recorded or both?

It is never too late to get certified! Join us now to start your
own certification journey and
become a nationally certified
MTNA teacher. Our next class
will be held on January 13,
2022, at 10:00 AM.
Contact Laurie Swain, lspiano@cox.net, if
interested.
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Local Chapter Updates

News from the South
Amy Smith, President
We have had a very positive fall thus far, in the life of LVMTA.
We met for our first board meeting over zoom in September and discussed all of our events through the end of December, and we officially
welcomed our newest board members, Ioana Weathers, VP of Programs, Shuwen Wen, VP of Membership, and we recognized Damaris
Morales as President Elect, and Laura Friedlander continued Treasurer.
On September 26th we had our annual Jazz, Rags and Blues Festival. This year’s event was held at Southern Nevada Music on Stephanie St. in Henderson, and lasted all day with several recitals lasting about
an hour each. The categories featured this year, were piano, voice and
winds. There were 120 students who participated, with 100% participation and no cancellations. Had there been any cancellations, or covid
exposures, chairperson Marlene Meagher had a plan in place for students to play and be judged virtually. Fortunately, she did not have to
go that route.

News from the North

Amy Jahn, Acting President
So far we’ve had some very successful events this fall
starting with our Zoom continuing education session with
Marvin Blickenstaff back in September, then a second session with him in October. Those were followed by our Halloween costume recitals on October 30 which were well
attended and lots of fun.

We had around 50 students participate in our Silver State
Competition held November 13. Our capable new Silver
State Chair, Theresa Schmauder, ran everything smoothly
and efficiently along with help from participating teachers.
Our adjudicator was UNR teacher, doctoral candidate, and
MTNA Collegiate Chapter President, Dominique Soriente
Gonzales. He really enjoyed getting to meet many of our
th
October 9 was our annual Ensemble Festival, and this year it local teachers and hearing their students play.

was held in person, in the theater at Clark High School. There were 4
recitals throughout the day, with 144 students participating from 14
studios. The total number of groups performing was 53 and out of
those, there were 20 Jr. Festival groups which involved 55 kids. In addition, there was a group piece performed at two recitals, in which 15 kids
from 4 studios performed Kevin Olson’s “Rattlesnake Rag.”
Our next event is happening on December 11th, which is our
annual Play-a-thon, is being held at the Galleria at Sunset Mall in Henderson. Each year the proceeds from the Play-a-thon are donated to the
Blind Center of Nevada, and The Rockin’ Music Zoo. We plan on continuing that tradition, and our board will also be considering other charities
to donate to, in addition to those two causes.

Next up is our annual Winter Play-a-Thon. Our venue, the
Scheels store in Sparks, needed to reschedule our original
dates of December 11-12 so we’ve pushed it out to the
weekend of the 18th and 19th. Play-a-Thon Chair Christine
Barden and I met with Scheels team members in early November to go over the layout and details of the event. The
Scheels team was very excited to have us back this year
after so many events were canceled in 2020 and they had
some great ideas for how we could increase our fund raising proceeds.

As of October, we are at 103 members, and we are looking forward to our Spring events which we will be discussing after Our membership is currently at 48, up three from just a
few months ago and we have one more board meeting for
the holidays.

the year and then we’ll reconvene in 2022. I look forward
to working with everyone on the state board again next
year as well. Happy Holidays to all of you!
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Nevada Notes is circulated on a regular basis to all current
NMTA members.
Subscription is included in NMTA membership.
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