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Mevada Music Teachers Association Presents:

CRESCENDO

Celebrating 60 Years of Growth!
NMTA State Conference and Competition

OCTOBER 30-31, 2026, UNLV

The MMTA State Conference and Competition are coming together for a dynamic
professional development experience.

Learn innovative teaching strategies from high-profile
professionals, and celebrate the incredible talent in our community. Explore a
wide range of topics, presented by engaqging, inspirational, professionals.
These sessions are curated to offer practical insights, innovative teaching
strategies, and fresh perspectives, ensuring that every atiendee gains valuable
knowledge to enhance their musical
practice and instruction.

Don't miss this unigue opportunity to enrich your musical practice and connect
with peers.

For more information visit the NMTA website: nvmia.com

Oremail us at: nevadamusicieachersassociationf@gmail.com

&NMIA

STV T Wl U TP LTS LSamil AT

There is s0 much more to come!
Keep an eye out for updates on our exciting lineup of events and presentations.
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N MT A INVITES YOU TO SUBMIT YOUR
PROPOSAL FOR STATE CONFERENCE

THE NMTA STATE CONFERENCE 1S
TAKING PLACE ON
OCTOBER 30-31, 2026 AT UNLYV.

Papers, panels, performances, lecture-recitals,
demonstrations, research and creative projects are
invited

THE COMMITTEE WELCOMES PROPOSALS O
ALL ASPECTS OF MUSIC AND MUSIC
IT'EACHING.

Proposals on the following broad subjects are
encouraged but not limited to:

o Teacher /student communication -
learning theories /learning styles

o Studio business practices

o Developmental approach to music
instruction - neurological /physiological

o Technology- tangible materials or ideas for
members to use in their studios

& Music instruction for the very young,/busy
adults/the retired /the disabled

o Group teaching - teaching strategies for
class piano, musicianship classes

@ Music for Everyone - ideas for helping all
students discover the joy of music

» General Topics/ Multi-cultural/
Innovative.

o [mprovisation - Jazz, Pop, Song Writing
etc.
Collegiate Presentations. College students’
group or individual discussion.
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2025 SILVER STATE COMPETITION l

Las Vegas Report

he NMTA Silver State Competition was held in Las Vegas on
November 7-9 at Clark High School. There were a total of 342
contestants from 62 teachers’ studios: 117 Piano Classical
Solos, 82 Piano Social Solos, 64 String Solos, 15 Piano
Concertos, 15 Voice Solos & Ensembles, 14 Woodwind Solos,
11 Social Piano Ensembles, 3 Classical Piano Ensembles, 2
Chamber Music Ensembles, and 2 Composition entries.

Thank you to our esteemed panel of judges for their
expertise and providing valuable written feedback to the
competitors. The judges were: Classical Piano - Heinz Gilbert
Denoyo and Nikola Scepovic, Social Piano/Piano Ensembles -
Finn Caoile, String Solo - Benjamin Porter, Voice Solo -

Athena Mertes, Woodwind Solo - Marlene Meagher,
Composition - Nathan Tanouye. Their bios are available at
nvmta.com.

Thank you to the teacher and student volunteers who

helped make the competition run smoothly and successfully,

and especially to Co-Chairs, Suzanne Clayson & Marie Lee

and NMTA President, Spencer Baker. The Winners List i
I available at nvmta.com.
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SILVER STATE WINNERS LIST 2025

PlAND CLASSICAL SOLO
Stedent Teacher Student Teather
I5T GRADE FTH GRADE
1sr Place Cadence Chan | Alexandria Le 111 Place Loreneo Tiagan  |Cindy Lee
Frecd Place Penalngse Rogers | BMana Koadeanyk | 150 Place E&lly Mo iﬂam:l.a Cusi
Ll |Bella Thompson  |Gaoxia Cul ] 151 Place Brittney Yang Julana Kue ]
Znd Place Daniel Ju Ealley Kim
SN GRADE dnad Placs Shergan Liu [Gaoxia Cwi
15t Plase | Sophia Oryn "Wan RBa Hihd Famet Chin Matalya Parnchenso
el Place |Leak Ham [®aiey Kim Feld Sen halasek Podhva Bankowa
HW [ Jasmri e Cany [ Ganxia Cui Filst Sogrhie Xin hu S
el |Marier Esguerra  Cynthia Ferris | Hikl Bella Yo ¥oalen Kim |
HRA Sddizon Fhamng | Juliana Kuo Hital Evivia Yoo Yealee Eim
FRD GRADE EBTH GRADE
1st Plage | Wilia Shapn Gooxia Cul 158 Place Lina Grangson |Polva Rankowa
lzrl-cl Place ;H'r.'ﬂn'-." Giao Gaoxia Cui | 151 Place Emmanuel Zhow  [Long Ma
1% Klara Cos Eiangsheng Cu Zrad Places Alden Lin Yicky YiChing Les
X [Chlae Fan |Bn yaung Les | 2ndl Place Michas| X58 vYeales Kirm
(51 J-L'I-E'l']l.l ]ui—e-,r KEim ksl Aerily e Coin ih!.'uren Wrslrman
[Fine |Leo Ma_ |Gaexia Cui Hil | Carima Li Gaowla Cui |
HM L% Yamm I waung Lee 1 HI Noah Yamamots Wicky 'r'H:h-nn Lee
ATH GRAODE STH GRADE
1st Plaze Jayleen He Ganyia Cul 1=1 Place Ailesr Duan [Long Ma
15t Place Larelal Kim Waakas Kirm 151 Flace Rebecca Wang [Gacmia Cui
[#nd Flace | Jacob Chan Matalya Fanchenko Hral Place Chinan Huarg Damaris korales
J'rt-:l Place AIII:I:I Ly Mue He Long Aa 2ndd Placs Lucas Lu Long kia
HM Tobias Chan |C'1=|:|u-i= Cui l [H X Ellig Dela Cruz Cindy Lee 1
21 il Jemper jM:u.urni Ichise L2051 Lavsren Park Juliara Kus
HM oyl Kiem [adkay Kim Hile Crystal Fhang Parma s bAorales
[ | By Mie Miangsbkeng Cu
e Janet Yang [1ulian Lam 10TH GRADE
A=t Place Kellic Chumg Huliana Kuo
ETH GRADE 1st Place Jane Lee Yealee Kim
st Place Felaxusell ¥ [Long Ma ] 131 Place Leanarde Thu Carmaris korales
I:Is.J: Plaze Hmaﬂlh.ﬁ Zhang Long Ma |
Znd Place | Landon 5L Claw Spenoer Baker A1ITH GRADE
T Place | Selia X il San 158 Place Aldern Bul il g ke
L], Huivwam Cha Waalas Kim Fnd Placs Alenander Fuentes |Cindy Leg
LY Al Liw Gaaxia Cul Hikw Maithan Lane Cimnily Lee
HM | Diisver Liu Eiangsheng Ou 1 Rumy Lesg Yealees Kim
|HRt | Baatrio I |Damaris MMorales Hidl Evan Sun Jisliana Kuo ]
STH GRADE A2TH GRADE
1sf Plage | Cubnn Georheal |Elana Legtseva 151 Place Apodile Lyors [ramar s BAorales
15t Plage Jasniace Kim \Eadey Kim 2nd Flace Hasptien Le g Yealoe Kim
| ¥md Placs Wegas Li -iﬁ'"im Laim l ik Tek Malasek Paodya Baskena
Zmd Place Kate Wang |Fu San Hikat Hurber Ahoe Cindly Lee
T .I":H:H:Ih Caxztrilla 191!:|I: ‘Wiatsan l
:Hh't "5-|':ul1 Fan 1I11 WAL Lee 1
wi Jrrl:lcn (R ]Guu:la i
[ |Ethan Lagira laily 5antas |
(i | Sarmuel L ]I ong Ma
2] % Jayden Fhang E_Il..lllm.; Ko
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SILVER STATE WINNERS LIST 2025

PIANO SOCIAL SOLO
Student Teacher Student Teacher
|1:'.t Flace |Lenna Rae Kisehcke |JH!' Wong 15t Place |L1:|r+"nrn Tiapon  |Cindy Lee
Ind Place  [Brittney Yang Juliana Kuo
2ND GRADE LY |Logan Karng Anthony Lasorsa
15t Place  |Sophia Dryn Won Na HA [Miva Keh Juliana Kuo
2nd Place  |Aljon Mortel Cymthia Ferris HM |Jamn Zhangzheng |Cindy Lee
[HI Emma Dena Cymithia Ferrls
II-IM Leah Kim Yealee Kim mm
|I1I'u1 Peyton Waong Xin Mai 1st Place Lavinia Teng Juliana Kug
) 2nd Place  |Vixiao Chen Julian Lam
3RD GRADE HM Kendric Lin Vicky YiChing Lee
15t Flace Owen Zhang Kiangsheng Qu '
Ind Place  |loey Ju Kailey Kim 9TH GRADE
{HM Liflan Kitarmura Karen Waltmian 1st Place Ell: Dela Cruz Cindy Lee
2nd Place Zhenghao Th hin Sea
4TH GRADE HM R.J. Flares Juliana Kug
IstPlace _[Angelina Rand-Mirchou [Michelle Lee KM [Emily Zhou " [Paticia Lea
2nd Place  |Glanna Wy Patricia Lee
{HM Evelyn Lu Zhu Sun 10TH GRADE
1st Place Kaellie Chung Juliana Kug
5TH GRADE Ind Place  [Stella Tsao Lang Ma
1st Flace Bryan fhang [Famaris Maorales H# |Er.r|nll',.I Lei Kin Metai
Znd Place  |Victoria Kim Michelle Lee
[HM Evelyn Baek Juliana Kuo 11TH GRADE
|Hm Angelina ha Julian Lam IstPlace  [Mathan Lanz Cindy Lee
[HiM Landon 5t. Clair dpencer Baker 2nd Place  [Isabelle Kwak Yealee Kim
{Hm Selia Xin Zhas Sun LY Alexander Fuentes |Cindy Lee
HM Cameron Kiesel  [Michelle Laa
&6TH GRADE
1st Place  |[lanice Kim Kailey Kim 12TH GRADE
ind Place  |Ethan Lapira Ally Santos 15t Place |Hag,nde-n Leung Yeales Kim
[HI Timothy Fu In young Lee 2nd Place ||{imi Zhang In young Lee
|H|'|.-1 Rodman Rouhani Patricia Lee HM |T|::t;|',.'a_r. Chau Cindy Lee
HM Kale Wang Zhus Sun
HIM ; Juliana Kuo

layden Zhang
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SILVER STATE WINNERS LIST 2025
STRING 50L0O STRING SOLO
Student Teacher Studpnt Teacher
15T GRADE 11TH GRADE
131 Mlace Ally Chogng Swsan Kim 1351 Place Ligm Guerrerg Robin Reinarz
2nal Place Ksgin Fhow Chengyo Ren dncd Place Connor Kim leayoung o
Hit Isabialle Kawak Hyelin Jung
2ND GRADE HW Jadder Kk Hyelin Jumg
1-.11_: Mace Dli.ﬂ l!.:{: H_wglm Ju.n.g. HH ; N.c:_lsm'!uw J.ﬂ.r_|1=11|:!! Andr_r“:n::n_
| Ina Place laden liu Suzsan Kim
Hi Ermima [Eunsang) Park [Hyuhses Kim 12TH GRADE
[HM Mikhai Villarama Shakeh Ghoukasian 15t Place |kevin Pare: lovaonie Tejero
#nd Place  [Blake Tyler Robin Reinarz
R0 GRADE Hilst |'n.l'l'nan Brumbaugh |Shakeh Ghoukasian |
| 151 Place Alannle Cheung Susan Kim Hi |Mayiey Callhan  |Shakeh Ghoukasian
15t Mace Vialette Teermey Linda Rodgers
ATH GRADE
(15t Mace  |Ledla Mally Rehén Rainars PIANO CONCERTO
2l Place Madeleng Bateman  |Mary Strasuly
Hit Evangelina Salcedn | Won Ma Student Teacher
ATH GRADE
STH GRADE 131 Place Victofia Matsuoka [luliana Euo
1st Place Wictoria Kim Susan Kim Ind Mace fachary Mummaola |lulizana KEuo
‘MM e i k-l st et ot bkl
HM REnna Lee Susam Kim 5TH GRADE
Hi Kamryr Sgmund Linda Rodgers 1st Place |Lm1'|'ﬂm luliana Euo
#oad Place  [Ewelyn Baek Juilizna Euo
BTH GRADE
151 Place Lucas Jiang Mary Strauk BTH GRADE
[2nd Place | Win Barbosa Shakeh Ghoukastan | 1stplace  [Ethan Amond __[Yimathy Hoft
H Yining Zhou Shakeh Ghoukasian Ind Mace IIJna Lyoubi Damaris Morales
FTH GRADE FTH GRADF
151 Place  |Ashley Mam |seavoung 1o 131 Place Emily Chan Timathy Haft
2l Mlace Hailry Ehy Ericle Ely Fndd Place Loreses Tiapon Cindy Lee
II-II'-I- Ewa Choi Amanda Andreasen HR Miva Keh Juliana Kuo
) H lini Lew Ioa Wong
ATH GRADE
‘111 Place Ethan Les Patricia Hicks STH GRADE
2ol Place  |Hanna Aschenaki Mary Strauly 151 Plsce Joyre Li Daemaris Morales
Hi Aleksandra Lyubyh Ferenc Cseszoo Ind Mlace Lauren Park Juliana Euo
Hi MMaxine Medrano Lindz Rodgers
Hht Taesung Oh beayoung Jo 11TH GRADF
Ist Place  |Dylan Chan Timathy Haft
9TH GRADE Ind Place  [Kyra Lalas I Wong
151 Place Alexys Espinoza Shakeh Ghoukasian
| 2nal Place Rosés Preicon Mary Strauk 12TH GRADE
THK Elin Ly Amanida Andreasen [1st Place  [Hunter Rhee [Cindy Lee
10TH GRADE
151 Place Ywette Lee Won Na
| 2] Place Aiden Mam Sigsan Kim
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SILVER STATE WINNERS LIST 2025

CLASSICAL ENSEMBLE SOCIAL ENSEMBLE
Student Teacher Student Teacher
9TH GRADE 3RD GRADE
s L el Lt 15t Pl Ly Yann & Sky ¥ | L
1 Place Mathew Ma ukan Lam st Place Sy Yann & Sky Yann ‘ nyoung Lee
2nd Place  |Chioe Fan & Selina Du iln young Lee
Lilian Kitamura & Renan lkaren Wit
12TH GRADE 2ndPlace  |Monrreal i T
Apollo Lyons &
1st Place Paxton Garcia Damaris Morales
15 Place Fumito lida & Donovan Karen Waltman
Morrisey
STH GRADE
_— Christina Dagher & Nicolas —
st Place Dagher atricia Lee
15t P Angelina Rand-Mirchou & Michel
R Francesca Rand-Mirchou .
Emmanual Zhou & Samuel |
1st Place |Long Ma
Lee |
IstPlace  |Amelia Cacuci & Ellah Mark  |Patricia Lee |
Sequoia Fisher, Aria Walker,
1st Place |Eve Walker & Madeleine Wall Cheryl Thornton
2nd Place  |Nathan Lanz & Alex Fuentes | Cindy Lee
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SILVER STATE WINNERS LIST 2025

WOODWIND SOLO VOICE SOLO
ire Student Teacher Student Teacher
| 3RDGRADE 2ND GRADE
{1stPlace  [Rose Benson |Cynthia Ferris |15t Place  |Lynn Harin Park |Cho Hee Bwang |
5TH GRADE 3RD GRADE
[1st Place  |Ahaan Kolluru |Bonnie Buhler-Tanouye | 15t Place Byeol Lim Cho Hee Hwang
2nd Place _|Rena Kim _ |Cho Hee Hwang |
8TH GRADE MM Hannah Wang Julian Lam
1st Place Chice Jae-in Calzo Joyce Kang
2nd Place  |Claire Chw Cynthia Ferris 4TH GRADE
HM Luke Jeon Joyce Kang [1st Place  |Aria Llam iulian tam |
HM Fiona Zhou |Lindsey O'Connor
5TH GRADE
9TH GRADE [1stplace  [Mia Harris |Cheryt Thornton |
[1st Place  |Patrick Sun {Laura Friediander
6TH GRADE
10TH GRADE 1st Place Katherine Yamasaki [Juliana Kuo
151 Place Alzina Kung |Minji Wu 2nd Place  |Chioe Xim Cho Hee Hwang
2nd Place Yaham Kang llulteme You Kyoung fum
7TH GRADE
11TH GRADE 1st Place Sophia Harris Cheryl Thornton
15t Place lasmin Smith ]Jeahyon lo 2nd Place Noe! Devries Cheryl Thornten
2nd Place  [Josiah Mallan |Bonnie Buhler-Tanauye
9TH GRADE
12TH GRADE [1stPlace  [Hermes Jiyou Han  [Cho Hee Hwang |
|1st Place  |Alexander Tanouye |Bonnie Buhler-Tanouye |
12TH GRADE
|15t Place |Alisa Kung |Lisa Elliott |
CHAMBER VOICE ENSEMBLE
Student Teacher
11TH GRADE Student Teoacher
Isabelle Kwak &
1st Place Anna Jung IHvelin lung 4TH GRADE
Aria Lam & Hannzh .
st Place Wang Julian Lam
7TH GRADE
Mia Harris & Sophia
COMPOSITION 1stPlace  |Maeris °" |cheryt thomton
Noel Devries &
2nd Place  [Sophia Harris aadoletdosou
7TH GRADE
[1stPlace  |Lorenzo Tiapon  [Cindy Lee
12TH GRADE
[1stPlace  |Lorenzo Miiravite  |Lee Schreiber
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NEVADA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

2025 SILVER STATE COMPETITION

Finn Caoile

SOCIAL PIANO ADJUDICATOR

Finn Caoile acquired a Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, under Dr. Timothy Hoft. He has been playing the piano since 2004,
having participated in several local competitions and festivals in the past, such as the
Charleston International Music Competition. He has also played in masterclasses for Dr.

Jason Kwak and Victor Rosenbaum. Alongside the piano, he regularly plays harpsichord, flute, and piccolo with
various school ensembles; he has also performed on double bass, alto saxophone, harmonica, and accordion.
He currently works with various UNLV students as well as with ensembles around the Valley. In his free time,
Finn creates visual art of various mediums, such as pencil, watercolour, acrylic paint, and paper (origami). He
began pursuing a Master’s Degree in Accompanying / Collaborative Piano at UNLV in Fall of 2024 and is
expected to graduate in Spring of 2026.

Heinz Gilbert Denoyo
CLASSICAL PIANO ADJUDICATOR

Heinz Gilbert Denoyo is a Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) student in Piano Performance at

the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR), where he studies under Dr. James Winn and Dr.
Cicilia Yudha. As a Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA), Heinz currently serves as the UNR
Voice Area - Opera pianist and fulfills various collaborative and coaching needs within
the School of Music. He completed his Master of Music degree at UNR in the Spring of 2024.

During his undergraduate years at the University of Santo Tomas in the Philippines, Heinz received recognition
in national and university-wide competitions, including the National Music Competition for Young Artists
(NAMCYA) in 2010, the UST Conservatory of Music Concerto Competition, and the Piano Teacher’s Guild of the
Philippines’ Filipino and Romantic Competition.

Heinz’s passion for music goes beyond performing; he is deeply committed to music education, having taught
in various international institutions, including the International Academy for Intercultural Development

(IAID) in Doha, Qatar; the Nagaland Conservatory of Music in India; and in his home country at the University of
the Visayas and Colegio de la Inmaculada Concepcidn.

In addition to performing solo repertoire, Heinz enjoys playing chamber music and collaborating with
ensembles and soloists.
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Marlene Meagher
WOODWIND ADJUDICATOR

Marlene Meagher has been a music educator for over 40 years and holds a degree
in Music Education from the University of Texas at El Paso, where she majored in
flute and piano. She taught instrumental and general music in grades K-12,
including more than 25 years as a band director in El Paso, Texas, where her
ensembles earned numerous awards.

A former flutist with the El Paso Symphony Orchestra, Mrs. Meagher now teaches private piano and wind
instrument lessons to students of all ages, whose performances in recitals and competitions have received
many honors and scholarships.

She is active as a clinician, mentor, and adjudicator, and is a member of the Texas Music Educators Association,
Music Teachers National Association, Nevada Music Teachers Asscciation, and Las Vegas Music Teachers
Association, where she serves as Jazz Festival Chair.

Athena Mertes
VOCAL ADJUDICATOR

Athena Mertes, Soprano, is one of the Valley’s most celebrated sopranos, whose opera
and concert credits include Marie {The Daughter of the Regiment), Mimi {La Bohéme),
Musetta (La Bohéme), Despina (Cosi Fan Tutte), Gretel (Hansel and Gretel), Lucy (The
Telepheone), Zerlina {Don Giovanni), Gianetta (L’Elisir d'Amore), Morgana (Alcina),
Pamina (Die Zauberflote), Abigail (The Crucible), Nella (Gianni Schicchi), Waldvogel
(Siegfried) and soprano soloist in Vivaldi's Gloria, Handel’'s Messiah, Brahms Requiem, Mozart Requiem,
Beethoven's 9th and Honegger’s King David. She has performed as a guest soloist with the Burbank
Philharmonic, Las Vegas Philharmonic, Henderson Symphony, Opera Las Vegas, Vegas City Opera, Lexington
Opera Qutreach and the Southern Nevada Musical Arts Society. Some of her recent credits include Sylvia in the
Woarld Premiere of Behold the Man, Zelda in the West Coast Premiere of Ghosts of Gatsby and Alice B. Toklas in
the West Coast premiere of Ricky lan Gordon and Royce Vavrek's 27, Lyse in the West Coast Premiere of Again
and Again and Again with Opera Las Vegas and she portrayed Mimi in Vegas City Opera’s La BoDead and
Madame de Tourvel in The Dangercous Ligisons.

She is also the Chorus Master of the Opera Las Vegas Youth Chorus and the Director of Choirs at Thurman
White Academy of the Performing Arts where she has over 350 students. In 2020, she received the Teacher of
the Year Award from Magnet Schools of America and is also a National Board-Certified Teacher. In March of
2024, her Choir was featured at the American Choral Directors Association Regional Conference in Pasadena,
California and in April of 2024, her contemporary a cappella group was featured at the National Magnet
Schools of America Conference in New York City. In March of 2025, her Choir was featured at the American
Cheral Director's National Conference in Dallas, TX. Athena frequently serves as a guest conductor, adjudicator
and clinician for local, state and regional events.
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Benjamin Porter

STRING & CHAMBER ADJUDICATOR
Criginally fram Bothell, Washington, Benjamin Porter began playing the violin as a
nine-year-old and |5 currently pursuing a Dector of Musical Arts degree at the
Liniversity of Nevada, Rene (UNR), having earned his Master of Music in 2024. A
member of UNR's Nightingabe 5tring Cuartet, be is also a student and Graduate
Teaching Assistant of Dr. Maureen Yuen, As an active professional orchestral musician, Porter has performed in
the Bear Valley Music Festival Drchestra, Fresno Philharmanic, Reno Philharmonic, Reno Chamber Orchestra,
Opera Modesto, Auburn Symphony, Susanwille Symphony, and Firebird Light Opera, among others.

Porter was a violin fellow at the Lake George Music Festival in New York in summer 2024 and the National
Music Festival in Maryland in summers 2024 and 2025, For the last three summers, he has enjoyed the
opportunity to play chamber music, symphonic music, and operas at the Prague Summer Nights Young Artists
Music Festival (PSM) in the Czech Republic, performing in Tabor, Kutna Hora, Jiklava, Plzed, Vienna, and at the
Rudaolfinum, Estates Theatre, and Smetana Hall in Prague, with guest conductors including Marin Alsop, Laura
lackson, and Michelle Di Russo, Porter earned his Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Sclence in Environmental
Palicy Analysis & Planning degrees from the University of Califernia, Davis, and graduated from Inglemoar High
Schools International Baccalaureate Programme in Kenmore, Washington, kaving played in the Inglemoor
Orchestra’s 2015 performances at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, Parter has previously studied with Geoff
Jehnson, Pamela Liv, Jolan Friedhoff, and UNR Professor Emerita Stephanie Sant’ Ambrogio, and has performed
rmasterclasses with renowned violinists including Robert McDuffie, Chad Hoopes, Rachell Ellen Wong, and
Ernest Salem,

Nikola Scepovic
CLASSICAL PIANO ADJUDICATOR

Wikola Sceponic was borm in 1990 in Kragujevac. He enrolled in the Unoversity of Arts in
Belgrade’s piano department studies as the top candidate, praduating at the age of 19,
with maximum grades in piano performance courses with Prof. Aleksandar Serdar, Prof,
Mevena Popowic and Frof. Milos Mihajlovie. Tese years later, he completed his praduate
“specialist of music.” He holds a Diploma in Audio Engineering and Music Production from
SAE Institute, where he studied under Prof. Darko Velickovski and Prof. Sasa Jankovic, as
well as Musical Theatre courses in the class of the recognlzed Broadway director Douglas Hall,

His numerous selo and accompaniment concerts and performances include places such as the Belgrade City
Assemnbly Great Hall, Kedarac Hall, Banski dvor in Banja Luka, Serbian Academy of Scences and Arts, Rugsian Cultural
Conter (Veni Kultuurikeskus) i Tallinn, Estonia, the concert hall of the University South Florida, Steinway Gallery in
Largo, Florida in the United States, Doc Rando, Artemus W, Ham Hall Art 'Walk lobly in Las Vegas, Nevada, and many
athers. In genres outsice of classical music, performances include the “Rock Opera” with notable Yugoslavian rock
band members musical at the celebration of the city of Kragujevac 2015, notable Exit festival 2003 in Mowi Sad, as
well as at the Bike Rock festival at Kalemegdan in Belgrade.

Az for studio recording credits for engineering and producing, he collaborated with renowned artists and bands like
Smake n Soul for their album in 2013 as well as on the recording of the songs far the Rok Bulevar band’s album for
PGP of RTS, both made at the Pink Television Recording studio. Current engagement includes a Graduate Assistant’s
position while enrolled m the Doctor of Musical Arts program of the University of Mevada in Las Viegas under the
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tutelage of notable planist Or. BMykoda Suk, He attended seminars amnd masterclasses of many renowned planists and
piand pedagogues like John O' Connor (Ireland), Pascal Roge [France), Seann Duggan {United States of America),
Albert Mamriev (Germamyflsrael), Aleksandar Madzar (Belgivm), Kemal Gekic (Croatia), Darijan Leljak (Serbia) as
well as many others.

Az a collaborative pianist, he worked at the Allion Baltsc festival, sharing skills with opera singers and professors like
mManigue McDonald (Metropelitan Opera New York), Tatiana Rubinskaya (Moscow MNational Opera), Gustaws Ahualli
[Catholic Unisersity of America), Shudong Luo Braamse (Southeastern Unhersity] and many others, after attendng
the music school "Mokranjac” in Belgrade for vocal training with prof. Gordana Kesic and Dr.Viadimir Dinic.
Recommendations and collaborations imchude Dr. lose Valentino, prof. Kernal Gekic, Dr. Shudong Braamse and many

others.

Nathan Tanouye
COMPOSITION ADJUDICATOR

An alumnus of UNLY, Mathan Tanouye holds 8 Bachelor of BMusic with dual

concentration in Applied Trombone and lazz Studies. He also holds a Master of
hMusic In Trombone Perfarmance from Texas Tech University,

Tanouye's musical endeavars are diverse, both as a trombanist and as a :ﬂmnascn,-’asrangfr. As afrealance
trombonist, he has worked with some of the biggest names in the business including Matalie Cole, Johnny
Mathis, Tony Bennett, Luciano Pavarorti, Placido Domingo, Andrea Bocelll, Bette Midler, Martin Nievera,
Aretha Franklin, Barbea Streisand, Alicia Keys, Usher, Jennifer Hudsoan, Kelly Clarkson, Maren Maorris, Kanye
West, lourney, The Who, The lonas Brothers, and lash Groban to name a few, He spent nine years as Celine
Dion's trambonist, which Included multiple tours in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Azia, ard he spent
five years playing with Lady Gaga in her Jazz & Piano show at the Park MGM. He has played Principal Trombone
with the Las Vegas Philharmaonic since 1998 and is Trombaonist, Composer & Arranger with Santa Fe & The Fat
City Harns, the imernationally recognired band which was presented with the Dean's Medal Award at the 2019
Hall of Fame ceremony at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas,

As 3 composer, he has written works in a diverse range of styles for numerous types of ensembles, ranging
from flute and harg duo 1o full symphony erchestra. Notable commissions include Kokopelli's Dance {2005), 11
Colors {2009], Loki's Revenge (2010}, and Desert Flight {2015], Tanowye has also done extensive work as an
arranger and orchestrator for internationally acclaimed artists like Human Nature, Bette Midler, Celine Dion,
Kanye West, and The lonas Brathers. He also arranges plays trombone for the lazz Wegas Orchestra, which also
regularly features his compositions and arrangements.

Currently, Tanouye s Professor of lazz and Commercial Music and Studio Trombone at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. He continues 1o find Inspiration plaving, writing, and teaching music, He is a Shires Artist,
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Nevada MTNA Comp-dtiintail o rRez

Pi ano

Juni or Pi ano

Resul t Contestant Teacher

Wi nner Emily Chen Ti mot hy Hoft
Al ternate Jinwoo Moon Yeal ee Kim
Honor abl e Menti on Brandon Evans Al exandria Le
Honor abl e Menti on Stephan Xu Long Ma

Honor abl e Menti on Et han Al mond Ti mot hy Hoft

Seni or 1Biod mo

Result Contestant Teacher

Wi nner Claire Lin Tamara Saakyan
Al ternate Dyl an Chan Ti mot hy Hoft
Honor abl e Menti on Shuyi Zheng Long Ma

Honor abl e Menti on EI'ly Zhu Long Ma

Seni or TPuano

Resul t Contestant Teacher
Wi nner El'ly Zhu Long Ma
Ai den Bui
Al ternate Shuyi Zheng Long Ma

Ai |l een Duan

Strings
Juni or Strings

Resul t Contestant Teacher
Wi nner Yejoon Jung Jeayoung Jo
Al ternate Winston Luh Susan Kim

Honor abl e Menti on Rose Martin Mary Straub
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Seni or Strings
Wi nner Linfei Wang Candice Behr man
Al ternate Breheremy Masil ang l'van |l vanov
Young Artist Woodwinds
Resul t Contestant Teacher
Wi nner Megan Kearny Shawna Pennock
Al ternate Antoni o Caracun Martibhends@ynrOor
Honor abl e Menti on William Aufl ik Li ndsd@&aqnrOor
Honor abl e Menti on Ol'ivia Remak John McMurtery
Composition

Juni or

Composition

Resul t Contestant Teacher
Wi nner Al exander Loosl ey James Wi nn
Honor abl e Menti on Lorenzo Tiapon Cindy Lee

Young Art

St

Composition

Resul t

Contestant

Teacher

Representati ve

Wil liam Aufl

k

Li ndsd&aqgn ror
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Nevada MTNA Competition 2025 Judge Bios

Piano

Del Parkinson is the keyboard chair and was recently designated
as distinguished professor of piano at Boise State University. He
was previously the keyboard chair at BY U-Idaho, where he
taught piano. He holds a doctor of music degree from Indiana
University and a postgraduate diploma from The Juilliard School.
He was the recipient of a Fulbright-Hays grant for graduate study
in London. Parkinson has performed in Europe, Asia, South
America, and thrc-ughc:ut the United States. His London debut
recital was on the Amencan blcentennlal series, and his New York debut recital in
Carnegie Recital Hall was sponsored by the Idaho Commission on the Arts. He has
soloed with the Guadalajara Symphony, Indiana University Symphony, Civic Orchestra
of Chicago, Boise Philharmonic, and Utah Symphony. Parkinson is on the international
roster of Steinway artists and is featured on four compact disc recordings. He is a
recipient of the ldaho Commission on the Arts fellowship award and the Idaho
Governor's Award for excellence in the arts.

Dr. Radmila Stojanovic-Kiriluk, NCTM, is a certified teacher,
performer, author, editor, and lecturer. She serves as Director of
Piano Studies at Mesa Community College (MCC) in Mesa,
Arizona, where she teaches private piano, group piano, piano
pedagogy, and piano literature. With a comprehensive
background in music education, she has spent over twenty years
at MCC, taught as a faculty associate at the Arizona State
Umversﬂy School of Music for thirteen years, and held a
professorshm at the Music College in NI§, Serbia, for six years. Radmila earned her
DMA degree from Arizona State University and completed her Bachelor's and Master's
degrees in Belgrade, Serbia. She has appeared both as a soloist and as a collaborator
with orchestras, instrumentalists, and choirs in various countries. Her performances
have been featured on radio and television, and she is frequently invited to adjudicate
piano competitions, national exams, and festivals. With a strong interest in exploring
new topics, she has presented lectures and workshops on piano and music for more
than twenty years. Her work has been published by VDM Verlag (Germany), Toccata
Classics (London), FJH Music Company (USA), and Schott Music (Germany). In
addition, she has written articles for Clavier Companion, American Music Teacher
(AMT), and the EPTA Piano Bulletin (Netherlands). Radmila currently serves on the
boards of the Arizona Music Teachers Association, the Music Teachers Online
Association, and the Avanti Fund. In 2018, she received the Arizona State Honor
Teacher Award. She resides in Mesa, Anzona, with her family.

Damaris Morales holds teaching and performance diplomas from
the Mational Conservatory of Music of the Dominican Republic.
She continued her studies at the Manhattan School of Music under
the guidance of Arkady Aronov, before earning both her Bachelor's
and Master's degrees in Piano Performance from the University of
Miami with Rosalina Sackstein. Her advanced training includes
postgraduate studies in Spain and masterclasses with renowned
artists, including Nina Swvetlanova and Rosalyn Tureck. With
extensive experience as a soloist, accompanist, and chamber musician across the
United States and Latin America, Mrs. Morales has appeared as a soloist with the
Florida Chamber Orchestra and the National Symphony Orchestra of Santo Domingo.
She is a sought-after adjudicator and clinician, presenting at numerous Music Teachers
Association conventions nationwide. Wis. Morales i1s a dedicated advocate for musical
presenvation and education. For over a decade, she has focused on researching and
performing the works of neglected women composers, leading to her creation of the
lecture/recital series, Hidden, "The Secret Genius of Women Composers.” She is also
the Creator and Executive Producer of "Diapason, sounds of the worlds," a captivating
music history television show. Furthermore, she founded DGEM (Diapason Global
Education for Music), an organization committed to preserving folk music and making
world-class music education accessible. Ms. Morales has held piano faculty positions at
institutions including the University of Miami, the Inter American University of Puerto
Rico, the College of Southern Mevada, and the NMevada School of the Arts. As the
proprietor of a highly successful Las VWegas piano studio, she has guided students to
win numerous local and international piano competitions. Her dedication to leadership in
the arts is evident in her roles as Past President of the LVIMTA, current President-Elect
of the Nevada Music Teachers Association (NMTA), and her position as chair of the
MNational Guild of Piano Teachers auditions in Southern Mevada.
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